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A Study of Linguistic Features of Academic Writing of Korean Students in Master of

Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other Language

Abstract This paper establishes two corpora by collecting a sufficient amount of academic writing data

from Chinese and Korean students in MTCSOL. It references the exploration results of language features
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by researchers such as Biber, Feng Shengli, and Zhang Zhengsheng, conducting a regular items analysis of

the corpus from five aspects: the number of words, the average length of words, the average length of
sentence, the type-token ratio, and percentages of word category. The study categorizes 103 specific
language features into different word and sentence categories of Chinese to explore the differences in
academic writing between Chinese and Korean students. The result shows that Korean students' academic
articles are shorter, the average length of words and the average length of sentence are both less than
Chinese students’. But the percentages of pronoun, adverb and auxiliary word are higher. Korean students’
academic writing is less proficient in elegance than Chinese students’, and the richness of some common
vocabulary is also low. What's more, Chinese students pay more attention to “meaning” in constructing
phrases and sentences, while Korean students mainly resort to structural forms. In total 103 linguistic
features, 28 of them show up evident differences comparing with Korean and Chinese students’ academic
writing. Furthermore, this paper analyzes several issues faced by Korean students in MTCSOL in their
academic writing and offers corresponding improvement suggestions, which can serve as a valuable
reference for enhancing the academic writing skills of Korean students.

Keywords Korean students, academic writing, language features
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A Study on Move and Meta-discourse of Conclusions in Master’s

Theses of Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages

Abstract This study, based on the self-constructed corpus, compares the common and different features of the conclusions of
masters’ theses in China and foreign countries from the aspect of move and meta-discourse using qualitative and quantitative
methods. The results are as follows. In terms of move structure, there are both commons and differences in the Chinese and
foreign texts. In terms of meta-discourse use, the common feature of Chinese and foreign texts is that the order of the
frequency of use of ten types of meta-discourse is consistent. The difference is that the writers in the Chinese group use
richer meta-discourse markers, clearer logical frameworks, more verifiable texts, and stronger rigor in their discussions.
Based on the results, this study provides several advices on the teaching of the conclusions of master’s theses from the
setting and implement of the curriculum, the teaching of conclusion’s move and meta-discourse, the construction of the

conclusions corpus of theses and the improvement of writing guidance on theses.

Keywords: Chinese international education, dissertation, thesis conclusion, move analysis, meta-discourse analysis
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